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Our parish offers Online Giving, an additional option for 

contributing to the church.  Online Giving is available for 

parishioners who would like to make donations online.

Parishioner Benefits

•  Set up your own contributions 

•  Change your contributions at any time 

•  No need to write checks 

•  Contributions are scheduled; no need to make up     

    missed contributions 

Parish Benefits

•  Overall contributions increase  

•  Convenient tool for members who do not write checks 

•  Simple setup and management 

•  Reduces security risk 

Online Giving is not intended to replace the traditional act 

of Sunday offertory, rather it is meant to enhance it. You 

may continue to receive offering envelopes if you wish. 

Please prayerfully consider Online Giving. Visit our parish 

website at www.ststephenmpk.org for more information or 

to sign up.

St. Stephen Martyr Parish

Dear Parish family,

 “I give thanks to my God at every 
remembrance of you,” (Phil 1: 3). 

 During the annual cleaning of our 
church to prepare for the Easter Season, we 
had to celebrate daily mass in the Gathering 
Place.  The parish hall, where we initially 
thought of celebrating the daily masses, 
was housing three homeless families for 
the week as part of the interfaith program 
Family Promise (in which our parish has 
been an active participant for many years 
now). We are privileged to participate in 
the Lord’s work of shepherding his people 
as much as we rejoice in the fact that the 
Gospel is proclaimed in our community 
through the vibrant ways we worship 
and the myriad occasions we celebrate as 
community of faith. I praise and thank 
God for providing for our needs as much 

as I bless the Lord for your generosity 
and of all of the members of our family 
that makes it possible for us to live out 
our mission as a community of faith. 
With your cheerful giving and active 
participation we conducted a series of 
renovations to update our parish facilities 
and have begun and continue to put 
together innovative programs to make us 
grow in our discipleship and outreach to 
the greater community. 

 Wonderful as these may sound, we are 
still a long way from realizing our full 
potential as a parish community. Our 
growing numbers demand more facilities 
for meetings and celebrations. We need 
to update and maintain our offices 
and rectory, not to mention our use of 
technology in church. The poor and the 
needy in our community need programs 
that would effectively minister to them 
not only through providing for their 
material needs but the preaching of the 
Word as well. Our school needs assistance 
to be able to provide scholarships to those 
who cannot afford a Catholic education.  
But the most challenging of all is that St. 
Stephen Martyr is faced with a serious 
financial issue we must address. Last year 
we experienced a net loss of over $14,000 
to our regulating income. As a result, our 
parish leadership must confront these 
concerns by moving forward with a 
concerted effort to increase our Sunday 
offertory collection.

 Increasing our offertory will allow us 
to continue the mission of our church 

without operating in a deficit. I realize 
that much has already been asked of you. 
Some families and individual are already 
experiencing difficult financial times. I 
am counting on the many, who are able, to 
make sacrifices and increase their weekly 
offering.

 Please review the contents of this special 
brochure and consider how you can help 
our parish. Our goal through this program 
is to substantially increase our regular 
offertory contributions. Other parishes 
that have conducted similar programs 
have seen their offertory increase between 
20% and 40%. Please review the suggested 
guidelines for giving which are enclosed. 
A special Commitment Sunday will be 
held at mass the weekend of May 4th and 
5th where each family will be asked to 
make a prayerful sacrifice and complete 
a Commitment Card of the gifts they will 
share to support the works of St. Stephen.

 Feel free to contact me by calling the 
parish office or by sending an email 
through our parish website with any 
questions or concerns you may have 
regarding this initiative. I am extremely 
appreciative of everyone’s past generosity 
to the parish. I thank you in advance 
for your support, understanding, and 
kindness.

Sincerely,

Fr. Leo Ortega
Administrator

We are a diverse faith-community that strives to conform ourselves into the 
image of Christ in and through the power of the Holy Spirit, and nourished by 

The Word, Sacraments and Tradition to give glory to God and to be a “light 
unto the nations” and “salt of the earth”.



 

Near the end of every fiscal year our parish leadership 
reviews the finances from the previous year. We review 
our current level of income and expenses and then 
estimate what can be allocated for current and future 
programs.

The planning process can be simplified through annual 
financial commitments from parishioners.  The annual 
commitment provides information we can plan from.  
The parish staff can use this information to forecast 
ordinary income for the coming year and budget 
accordingly.

An Annual commitment is just that, a specific amount 
promised to the parish for the coming year. Many 
parishioners fulfill their commitment on a weekly basis 
using a church envelope placed in the Sunday Collection. 
The method of payment is up to you.

This Increased Offertory Program is an effective method  
of parishioner support, allowing the parish to plan an 
annual budget and allowing you to budget your offering 
in a spirit of Stewardship. 

Please review the gift charts as you consider your commitment to St. Stephen Martyr Parish.   Each one of us has unique 
circumstances and income.  The gift charts serve as a guideline to help you determine an appropriate increase based on your 
means.  The charts should be within the means of most parishioners.  Please carefully read this brochure and prayerfully 
consider your commitment level.

Commitment Sunday will be held during Mass the weekend of May 4th and 5th.   You will be presented with a Commitment 
Card to complete and drop in the offertory basket.  You may also take time to pray over your commitment and return it 
to the church within the next 10 days. Your new commitment should begin with the next Sunday’s offertory. If you are out 
of town or unable to attend Mass on Commitment Sunday, a Commitment Card and letter will be mailed to your home.  A 
final Summary Report of the program will be shared with all families in the next few weeks.  Your Commitment, no matter the 
increase, will be included in the final results.  All commitments will be kept completely confidential and will not be disclosed 
in any way.  Thank you for your generous support of our parish!

2011-2012 2012-2013
ACTUAL BUDGET

Income
Offertory 319,447 307,000
Sacramental Offerings 19,796 20,000
Religious Education 12,718 13,000
Property Rental 40,600 43,200
Community Outreach 15,297 15,000
Societies 85,603 90,000
Fundraising (net) 18,329 31,000
Gathering Place  
Campaign

54,669 0

Archdiocesan Subsidy 56,000 0
Other Income 60,790 34,350
Total Income $683,249 $553,550

Expenses
Compensation 251,283 195,870
Benefits and Payroll Taxes 70,707 81,170
Insurances 76,869 82,450
Liturgical Supplies 16,826 22,000
Archdiocesan  
Assessments

49,468 48,905

Religious Education 13,322 13,000
Community Outreach 14,422 15,000
Utilities / Telephone 52,181 51,000
Maintenance and  
Repairs

49,075 33,250

Transfer to School 0 15,700
Gathering Place 44,551 10,000
Repayment of 2011 ACC  
Assessments ($88,000)

0 24,000

Other Expenses 58,781 47,200
Total Expenses $697,485 $639,545

Net Income
Total Income $683,249 $553,550
Total Expenses $697,485 $639,545
Net Deficit ($14,236) ($85,995)

A Financial Commitment 

to St. Stephen Martyr Parish

“For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.”

Matthew 6:21  

 How & When Will We Make Our Commitment?

St. Stephen Martyr Parish 

Statement of Income & Expenses
Guidelines for Giving

Suggested Weekly Contribution
Based on Income

Annual 
Income 

 

$100,000 
    75,000 
    60,000 
    50,000 
    40,000 
    30,000 
    25,000 
    15,000 

5% Commitment 
(annually)/(weekly)

3% Commitment 
(annually)/(weekly) 

Suggested Weekly Contribution 
Based on a Percentage Increase
Your Current 

Offertory 
Contribution 

 
$5.00 
10.00 
15.00 
20.00 
25.00 
30.00 
35.00 
40.00 
50.00 
75.00

25% 
Increase 

 
$6.25 
12.50 
18.70 
25.00 
31.25 
37.50 
43.75 
50.00 
62.50 
93.75

30% 
Increase 

 
$6.50 
13.00 
19.50 
26.00 
32.50 
39.00 
45.50 
52.00 
65.00 
97.50

40% 
Increase 

 
  $7.00 
  14.00 
  21.00 
  28.00 
  35.00 
  42.00 
  49.00 
  56.00 
  70.00 
105.00

As a gentle reminder, the above gift charts are only suggestions. If everyone makes a commitment to the best of their  
financial ability, St. Stephen Martyr Parish will be able to plan for the future accordingly.

  $5,000/$100 
3,750/75 
3,000/60 
2,500/50 
2,000/40 
1,500/30 
1,250/25 
  750/15 

$3,000/$60 
2,250/45 
1,800/36 
1,500/30 
1,200/24 
  900/18 
  750/15 

450/9 


