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“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” Acts 7:59
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Catholic Church
Fulfilled in our hearing
After reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah, Jesus in Luke’s Gospel today, rolled up the scroll, and
handed it back to the attendant and then sat down. He then simply says, ―Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.‖ It is clear that the hearers of this citation would have clearly understood it to be messianic. But many of the listeners to the text would not have found Jesus’ statement all that convincing. Surely
the breaking into our world of the messianic kingdom, the very presence of the Messiah, himself, would be a
little bit more dramatic than this quiet repetition of something that everyone in the room had already listened
to countless times before – the reading of Isaiah. How is it that this long awaited coming of the Messiah is
now being fulfilled? I don’t see it. Show it to me! The same question can be directed to us today. Or put in
other words, how can the kingdom of God actually be present and make a difference in our lives and in the
world? Pope Benedict XVI told us that we should recognize the presence of Christ’s Church, of the beginning of His Kingdom among us here and now, when the Word of God is proclaimed, the sacraments are
celebrated, and the ministry of charity is exercised (DCE, 25). What of any significance do we bring to the
world today as it struggles hoping that things someday will be much better? The answer depends a lot on how
much importance we place on God’s Word, our fidelity to its message, and its capability of making a difference. An atheist once asked: ―What do Christians bring to our society?‖ To that question, I posed another
question. ―What do you think the world would be like if it were not for the voice of the Church? What would
it be like if we did not hear voices in the midst of the community saying, you shall not kill, you shall not steal,
you shall not bear false witness? What would our culture be like had we not heard religious imperatives such
as love your neighbor as yourself, do unto others as you would have them do to you? How much more harsh
would our land be if we did not grow up hearing, blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
blessed are the merciful, blessed are the peacemakers? What would the world be like had we never been reminded that someday we will have to answer to God for our actions?‖ To his credit the atheist answered, ―It
would be a mess!‖ We gather at the altar of the Lord every Sunday to invoke the power of God’s grace – the
presence of the Holy Spirit – to continue that ongoing effort, renew in our hearts the challenge of God’s
Word and our willingness to try to realize it in our hearing – in our time. We come to the Church so that we
can, once again, hear the invitation to faith, experience an encounter with Christ, and accept the challenge of
a whole way of living.

This is a wonderful week to use the brief background times of our lives to talk with the Lord about our need for
healing. We can begin each day by naming some desire we have for healing and deeper wholeness and peace. Putting these desires into words, early each day, as soon as we get up or while in the shower or while dressing, helps us
give focus to our relationship with the Lord that day. ―Lord, thank you for this day. Be with me as I face the challenges before me today. I especially need patience and more compassion, Lord. Heal the anger I feel, and give me
peace, so that I can love the way I know you want me to.‖ Each of us can make this 30 second prayer specific to
what we need to do each day, and what graces we need to do it. Getting in the habit of naming what I need and
asking for it will shape how we spend the day, confidently aware of our God ’s presence with us.
Throughout the day, we can continue our simple conversation with our Lord, speaking friend to friend. We may
encounter some spirits within ourselves that aren’t very clean. Anger or resentment, fear or paralysis, jealousy or
pride, lust or greed, self-pity or judging of others are all spirits that distort our ability to love others the way we are
loved by our God. When we encounter them, we can ask the Lord to heal us, to drive these spirits from our
hearts. Each experience of our need for a Savior can deepen our desire, and our ability to name them each morning.
The healing stories in the gospels make it clear that faith is key to the healing. When the people in Jesus’ home
town say, ―Isn’t this just the carpenter’s son?‖ their lack of faith is saying, ―He can’t heal us.‖ In our own struggle
with letting Jesus be our Savior, two things can get in the way. First of all, we need to know we need healing. Secondly, we need to want to be healed. If I cling to being angry or have become comfortable being afraid, I will first
need to acknowledge what a difference freedom would mean in my life and come to desire healing. Then, I need to
believe our Lord can heal me. The rest is easy. This honest dialogue with our Lord, throughout our days, no matter what we are doing, can help us grow in faith in the One who wants nothing more than to keep freeing us to
know his love for us and to share it generously with others.
The integrating element of this daily prayer is the gratitude we express each evening before we sleep, giving thanks
for the grace to be able to connect with our Savior throughout this busy day.
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MASSES
Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM (English)
Sunday 7:00 AM (English)
9:00 AM (Spanish)
11:00 AM (English)
2:00 PM (Indonesian)
Mon-Sat Daily Mass: 8:30 AM
Perpetual Help Mass & Novena
Wednesday 6:30 PM
Friday 7:00 PM (Spanish)
Holy Days as announced
Reconciliation:
Saturdays 3:30 PM—4:30 PM
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Friday
9 am - 1 pm & 4 pm - 8 pm
Closed
1 pm - 4 pm
Saturday
1 pm - 5 pm
Sunday
Closed

“We are a diverse faith-community that strives to conform ourselves into the image of Christ in and through the power of the
Holy Spirit, and nourished by The Word, Sacraments and Tradition to give glory to God and to be a light unto the nations.”

January 23rd & 24th—$5,834.27
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR GENEROSITY

Together In Mission 2016
Though we are many, we are one . . .
Our Holy Father Pope Francis has enlivened the Church to
renew our spirit of evangelization. Through their ministries
and education supported by funds provided through Together
in Mission, recipient parishes and schools are doing just that,
reaching out to their communities and making the message of
God’s love known to those around them.
The funds we collect will directly benefit more than 500,000
of our Catholic brethren, and ensure our parishes and schools

You are invited to capture memories
for a lifetime
This will be your LAST CHANCE to be a
part of our new family directory. Each
family will receive a complimentary
(free) 8X10 portrait and free directory
for participating.
Pictures will be taken during the following dates and times.

Saturday, February 6th and Sunday, February 7th
11am to 6:50pm
Deadline to register for your portrait is
Monday, February 1st.
Call the Parish Office to schedule your appointment
(626) 573-0427.

remain open as centers of faith and hope for the communities most in need.
Those of you that have generously given to Together in Mis-

First Friday
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

sion in the past, should have received a letter inviting you to
again participate this year’s appeal. We ask that you please
return it to the parish office with you commitment or pledge,
if you have not already done so.
We prayerfully ask for your generous support. And may God

Your are invited to participate during the day
on February 5th from 9:00 am to 5:30 pm in
the Church.
Come and spend time in prayer during these
time.

bless you for your continued commitment to help. Commitment weekend is next weekend February 6th and 7th.
Donation statements for the 2015 year will be mailed
to all registered parishioners at the end of January.
Please contact the parish office if you do not receive
your statement within the first week in February.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish.
2016 Calendars
The 2016 calendars are still
available in the Bookstore and in
the Parish Office. Calendars are
available in English and Spanish.
Quantities are limited.
Suggested donation $1.00.

Family Promise
Homeless Shelter Program
February 7th – February 14th, 2016
We are currently seeking donations for meals and related food
items for the families that we will shelter here at St. Stephen
parish hall in February. Also, we are seeking volunteers to assist
with preparing the parish hall for the families’ arrival and cleanup when they depart. We also need volunteers for overnight
supervision and housekeeping duties.
Please share your blessings with others in their time of need by
donating your time and if possible your resources to this worthy
cause.
For more information or to sign-up please contact Cheryl Proulx
at (626) 716-6523 or Victor Fierros at (626) 232-6248 (cell).
May the Lord bless you for your kindness. Thank you!

Cumplido en la audiencia
Después de leer del libro del profeta Isaiah, Jesús en el Evangelio de Luke hoy, enrolló la voluta, y lo devolvió al asistente y luego se
sentó. Entonces simplemente dice, “Hoy este paso de la escritura es realizado en su audiencia”. Está claro que los oyentes de esta
cita lo habrían entendido claramente para ser mesiánicos. Pero muchos de los oyentes al texto no habrían encontrado la declaración
de Jesús todo tan convincente. Seguramente la rotura en nuestro mundo del reino mesiánico, la misma presencia del Mesías, él mismo, sería un poquito más dramática que esta repetición tranquila de algo que cada uno en el cuarto había escuchado ya tiempos innumerables antes – la lectura de Isaiah. ¿Cómo es que esto mucho tiempo esperó resultar al Mesías está siendo realizado ahora? No
lo veo. ¡Muéstremelo! La misma pregunta puede ser dirigida a nosotros hoy. ¿O puesto en otras palabras, cómo puede realmente el
Reino de Dios estar presente y hacer una diferencia en nuestras vidas y en el mundo? El Papa Benedict XVI nos dijo que deberíamos
reconocer la presencia de la iglesia de Cristo, del principio de Su Reino entre nosotros aquí y ahora, cuando la Palabra de Dios es
proclamada, los sacramentos son celebrados, y el ministerio de caridad es ejercido (DCE, 25). ¿Qué de significado traemos al mundo
hoy ya que lucha esperando que las cosas algún día sean mucho mejores? La respuesta depende mucho de cuanta importancia colocamos en la Palabra de Dios, nuestra fidelidad a su mensaje y su capacidad de hacer una diferencia. Un ateo una vez preguntó: “¿Qué
traen los cristianos a nuestra sociedad?” A esa pregunta, planteé otra pregunta. “¿Qué cree que el mundo parecería si no la voz de la
iglesia? ¿A qué parecería si no oyéramos voces en medio del refrán de la comunidad, no debe matar, no debe robar, no debe dar a
luz al testigo falso? ¿A qué parecería nuestra cultura no habíamos oído imperativos religiosos como el amor su vecino como usted
mismo, a otros ya que los haría hacer a usted? ¿Cuánto más áspero sería nuestra tierra si no creciéramos oyendo, bendito son ellos
que tienen hambre y sed de la honradez, bendito son el misericordioso, los benditos son los pacificadores? ¿A qué parecería el mundo nunca nos habían recordado que algún día tendremos que contestar a Dios para nuestras acciones?” A su crédito el ateo contestó, “¡Sería un lío!” Nos juntamos en el altar del Señor cada domingo para invocar el poder de la gracia de Dios – la presencia del Espíritu Santo – para seguir ese esfuerzo en curso, renovar en nuestros corazones el desafío de la Palabra de Dios y nuestra buena voluntad de tratar de realizarlo en nuestra audiencia – en nuestro tiempo. Venimos a la iglesia de modo que podamos oír, otra vez, la
invitación a la fe, experimentar un encuentro con Cristo y aceptar el desafío de un modo entero de vivir.
Exposición del Santísimo
Estas cordialmente invitado a participar el
día 5 de Febrero de 9:00am a 5:30 pm en la
iglesia a la adoración del santísimo.
Ven a pasar tiempo en oración durante
estos tiempo.

El banco de alimentos de San Esteban
(Community Outreach)
El Banco de Alimentos esta nesesitando
los siguientes articulos.








Espagueti
Salsa de espagueti
Spam / Salchichas Vienna
Cup of Noddles
Bolsas grandes de papel
Gelatina
Pasta de Dientes

Por favor, recuerde que juntos podemos
proporcionar alimentos para los que son
menos afortunados.

Usted está invitado a capturar
recuerdos para toda la vida
Esta sera su ultima oportunidad para
ser parte de nuestro nuevo directorio.
Cada familia recibirá un retrato de cortesía (GRATUITO) de tamaño 8X10 y un
directorio GRATUITO tan solo por participar.
Las photos se tomaran durante las
Sabado, 6 de febrero y domingo 7 de febrero
11am a 6:50pm
La fecha límite para registrarse para su retrato es el
Lunes, 1 de Febrero.
Llame a Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita
(626) 573-0427

El Ministerio de Oración “Luz del Espirtu Santo”
Los invita a orar, alabar, glorificar al Señor y darle gracias por
todos Los beneficios recibidos cada dia de nuestra vida. Nos
reunimos los Miercoles de 7pm a 9pm en el salon parroquial

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2016
5:00 pm Ferdinand Ortega (D)
Dennis Bullard (L)
Javier & Socorro Garcia - Happy 50th Anniversary
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2016
7:00 am Florence N. Garcia (D)
9:00 am

St. Stephen Parishioners

11:00 am Josefa Fernandez (D)
Jose O. Fernandez (D)
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2016
8:30 am For the Holy Souls in Purgatory
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2016
8:30 am Maria Eugenia Morgutia—Happy Birthday
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016
8:30 am Anna Thai (D)
6:30 pm St. Stephen Parishioners
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2016
8:30 am Mona Santos (L)

Frances Salaises, Kitty Carlucci, Rosie Grego, Liza Anne Sesti,
Nicholas Velarde, Ana Nunez, Elaine Denery, Jose Galicia Sr.,
Connie Gonzales, Norma Salazar, Michlina Kubek, Maria Cervantes, Maria Gonzalez, Jeanine Gregory, Peggy Jasso, Elena Dulay,
Alex Vasquez, Armando Loo, Annamae Koch, Rita Thoms, Elizabeth Dodge, Virginia Medina, Rita A. Durazo, Ernest Durazo,
Rudy Barraza, Sally Sandoval, Emilia Rodriguez, Dominic, Jason,
Rose Valdez, Antonia Castaneda, Natalia Castaneda, Kathy Garcia, Helen Lawrence, Sandy Aguiar, Maria Castillo, Frances Montez, Ramiro Sanchez, Judy Backer, Josefina Peralta, Tom Lujan,
Maria Ngan Fong Lung, Erin Gaffrey, Virginia Miranda, Frances
Mosqueda, John Jaurequi, Jeanine Lugo, Michael Alden Townsend, Mary Hernandez, Augie Koch, Natalia Orozco, Tisha Platt,
Teresa Ycedo, Ruth Hernandez, Larry Hernandez, Marge LaVenture, Debbie Koch Mark, Vic Panganiban, Concepcion Rodriguez,
Anna Hernandez, Elizabeth Canadas, Maria Mazloom, Phil Cisneros
Prayer list will be updated on a monthly bases. If you would like
to add a name or make changes to the above list. Please contact
the parish office.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2016
8:30 am Alvin Santos (D)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
JANUARY 31ST—FEBRUARY 7TH

7:00 pm St. Stephen Parishioners
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2016
8:30 am Maria Garcia (L)

Did You Know?
Kik Messenger and the dangers of anonymous messages
Social media sites are available to anyone with
an internet connection (computer, phone, tablet). Your kids may be sharing their lives with complete
strangers, and parents should be aware of the sites they use,
what they share, and who their friends are. One mobile app,
Kik, is regarded as the most dangerous site for internet predators, because users can send messages to anyone with a cellphone, including young children. Kik has no options for parental controls, leaving kids exposed to the entire web. To
learn more about this app in the Virtus® article ―Mobile App
Danger—Kik Messenger,‖ email jvienna@la-archdiocese.org.

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71:1-6, 15-17;
1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13; Lk 4:21-30
2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Ps 3:2-7; Mk 5:1-20
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40
2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 6:1-6
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Chr 29:10-11ab, 11d-12;
Mk 6:7-13
Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47, 50-51; Mk 6:14-29
1 Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9-14; Mk 6:30-34
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11 or
1 Cor 15:3-8, 11; Lk 5:1-11

ST. STEPHEN BOOKSTORE
is open after each Mass, Saturday
and Sunday or by appointment.
12,000+ Gifts │ DVDs │ Books │
Bibles │ Jewelry and accessories
Rosaries │ Devotional and
Religious Items │ Artwork.
One stop shop for Catholic gifts and
resources. Support our
parish. Support the Saint Stephen Bookstore.

